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Is there an ethical framework 

that is not based in religion?

ÂA human group.

Â The need to explore, adapt, 

and use.

ÂDiverse perspectives

ÂShared knowledge

ÂShared techniques

ÂStories of success and failure.

ÂThe perspective of the most vulnerable.

The perspective and knowledge of each 
enhances the knowledge of all.



Professional evolutions

ÂAn international community that intersects 
with a series of humanitarian vocations.
ÂAn undercurrent of academic politics

ÂEducational corporations and professions.

ÂA political environment encouraging 
competition and trade mores.

ÂAn exacerbation of the undercurrents.

ÂConsumer based quality processes.

ÂDeliverables, outputs, efficacy.



Human beings

ÂHuman beings are both vulnerable and 
spiritual, dealing with life, death, and the 
drama of their relationships.

Â This is true of both clients and 
professionals.

Â Internal and external morality.
Â Internal morality: Aristotelian ïtechne based.

ÂExternal morality: societal, political.

ÂDiscursive being-in-the-world



Phronesis and professionalism
Judgment and discretion 

about confidences. 

Consideration

Physicians come to a case in full health of body and mind. They 
compare the present symptoms of the patient with similar cases 
they have seen in the past, so that they can say how cures were 
affected then. But consider the view of the patients. They do not 
know what they are suffering from, nor why they are suffering 
from it, nor what will succeed their present symptoms. Nor have 
they experience of the course of similar cases. Their present 
pains are increased by fears for the future. (Science of medicine, 
p142)

A professional demeanour

- modest, gentle, not avaricious; self control 
and restraint; excellent craftsmen and not 
showmen. (Temkin)



The love of humanity

Âthe ñtapestry that forms a good lifeò 

Âñthe right thing to doò = fitting in the light 
of all the significant factors

ÂAn interpersonal arena full of narratives

ÂA troublesome side-trip in the journey of 
life 


